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T0P|C$ The Wellington Underwater Club has had an active few months. Shore diving
diving, night diving, underwater photography, remembering & celebrating Queer
beth II (admittedly, by diving!), The South Coastugtedhe Big Dive Day, first aid
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1 Upcoming Trips/
Events

QL el Rtlldg g'r “ggqhudc+ “mc vdPud addm

First Aid + &raining anga Maine reserve. Hooray!
QEIl Memorial Dive

Club Scooters & GoPrq Upcoming Trips 8( Events

South Coast Cleaip December
Marlborough Sounds | Sat ur day, D 8aatedivds &am Dlichling |

UL (ReEEi Sunday, De €Clebr€hristmas Hivle:& gath
1 Big Dive Day 2022 ering. This will be a Wellington shore dive with the
destination to be confirmed prior (depending on
Oct/Nov Photo Com- : i ,
l 0 :titi ocr)l\; oto ~om weather). Post dive we will head for a coffee/kai at
local cafe (close to the dive site)
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9 Citizen Science
December 31 tTherelh@ rumauns gf
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Duckling. Keep an eye on your emails/Facebook!

Duckling Judy Ormandy

January
Saturday & Sund aBoatdiges fiom Dyckling & 8:

Saturday JAnuarghotdr eqnl Ctbjkhmf- VdPkk ad ~ hl
qualifications are Advanced Nitrox, and Deco Procedures.

Saturday & SundayVd®gdakypynR@danik B@aignimmg and f.ami
This will be sponsored by the club to help us all become more competent divers; it will be free for financial i
Duckling would be basedS#aviewMarina, and WUC members would sign up in advance fimiraug®ses-

sion. We can do four sessions in the day if there's enough inferdxiok on boat training, email
wellington.underwater@gmail.com

A boat familiarisation session would cover things like safety equipment on the boat, what to bring on a small
and how to manage your gear etc. The following would then be covered in a skills session:

1 A demonstration on the best way to kit up on Duckling, and hints and tips for doing so on other small b
Entering the water (ever struggled to get yourself in and upright without flailing about like a dying fish?’
Exiting the water; what to hand up when, how to help lift your gear back in, and ladder tips

How to use a shot line to descend and ascend
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How to deploy a DSMB underwater. Additionally, for technical divers, how to send a yellow DSMB up ¢
ready deployed DSMB to practice signalling for assistance
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The session would include a trip fromrtteginato a sheltered spot where you can put those new skills into prac
About Duckling

Minimum qualification for diving off Duckling is Advanced Open Water. Divers need to bring all of their own ¢
equipment, and must carry a reel and SMB. Duckling will take 4 divers. A dive trip requires the boat to be ful
destination and timing is weather and tide dependent. To book on Ducklinty@mail@technicalhorizons.co.nz
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Ohau Point

By Valerio Micaroni
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2022) a dive trip with WUC members made the
frontpage. Valerio shares with us the story
behind this popular article
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By chance, in August 2021, we came across Riaureef. We were heading out to Fisherman's rock with Rob
ward (skipper), Nicole Miller, and Fancesca Strano, but the wind peaked, and conditions were no longer su
we settled for a more shelteraca, and Rob found this fascinating reef near Ohau Point with his echo sounde

It was our second dive of the day, and it was on’
short 30 minute dive to ~26 m. Currents usually ri
that area, so we were lucky to get the dive in. Her
could dive because it was slack, and a neap Timle
take the photos you see, | used a Sony A7r I
Tamron 20 mm lens, an Ikelite housing, and two g

sanal Italian video lights (divitayches.com). 10 200z

Sensitivity
Auto

Colourline &

76%

What we found was one of the most beautiful ree ) - 15
have ever seem very spectacular and biodiverse. e
observed many species$ invertebrates living on thg
floor that are not easily seen elsewhere in Welling 3 ‘
And the colours were mibtbwing! Ohau Point ig AT - R )
definitively a place that is worth protecting. Fo ‘ :
nately, it isn't easy to access, S0 not many peopchkals UASULELINE: Edward

to go there fishing and anchoring.

20 Advénced

After having seen such a fantastic place, my par
Francesca and Nicole decided that we had to s
our findings. It is super important that people kn
what treasures hide near where they live. So we
an email taCaroline Wood, the editor of Forest & H
magazine, telling her about the discovery, sho
her photos, and asking if she was keen on us wr
an article. She was so impressed by the beaut
Ohau Point reef that she invitesito write a full arti-
cle for the magazine! We mostly wrote it oursel
but Caroline helped with editing a bit.

We were all excited and
happy when the article
came out. We had dif-
ferent people come talk
to us and say they liked
it a lot, and were aston-
ished that this reef was
not far from Wellington
City. We are delighted
to have shared this
finding with everyone,
and we hope this will
help people reconnect
with their seaWe hope
to get back out to Ohau
Point for another dive!
Nicole-floats'above the sponge garelealerio Micaroni


https://www.underwaterbiodiversity.com/hiddenwonders
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First Aid + O, training

By Chelydra

When we signed up for the WUY@rOvider training and refresher evening, | doubt we expected it to start with a
ten test! But our minds were soon put to rest with assurances that it was a good way to find out what we .
knew, and what the gaps were.

Percy

Claire Murphy from Dive HQ led an interesting and informative discussion on the latest information relatin
uses of @Qwhen providing first aidThe technical information was broken up by the anecdotes and experienci
those attending the traini@Brent, Brian, Celia, Chelydra, Gavin, Geoff and Nicole.

After the theory session, it was time to get hands on with spewiPment, and a chance to learn (or refresh) ol
skills on assembling the kilt also provided a chance to experience the differences between continuous flow a
-demand regulatorsThank you to Claire for the useful session, and to the WUC Committee for organising this
training session that was subsidised by the Club.
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QEIl Memorial Day Dive | Club Scooters & GoPro

The Queen's Memorial Day Dive took place on 26
tember at Mahanga Bay... it was a beautiful calm ¢
the birds were singing and visibility was about stand

Sep¢ellington Underwater Club has two Halcyon R14 ¢
ayscooters/DPVs, and a GoPro available for use by c
rdent club members. There is no charge for using the:

for Wellington Harbour.

Sgd oqhyd eng sgd adrs
Andrews, who not only wore a pink fluffy tiara,
baked scones for some patite kai.

but they must be returned cleaned and fully charge
é’ Use theksgoQteé\rs ygugrﬁth lae scipcge%%ertlflgd ar
utSian a disclaimer. To arrange to use them, contact tt
WUC wusing the WUC email address; Wellir

ton.Underwater@gmail.com

South Coast Clean-up

The Wellington South Coast Clapnis an annual Ses
event where people get together one day a yeapziim
cleanup the beach areas from Owhiro Bay to Breake
Bay. It is timed for the day of the Oceans Conservang ﬁ
clearrup. On this day communities all around the wagld.
are undertaking clearps of coastlines to keep rubbis
egnl dmsdghmf sgd vngkc

Wellington Underwater Club members participatec
this even on Saturday September 17, contributing
being a great success. Thank you to all the volunte



Trip Report: Marlborough Sounds

By Peter Hodge

Long Island, Kokomohua, Scraggly Point, and the wreck of @€xiioc names, exotic sites, which Chelydra, Juc
and Peter dived during a Marlborough Sounds weekender in September 2022.
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mostly calm, and the vis five metr&xcept on the Koi wreck, where it was minus one.

There were many highlights: carpet sharks in the Long Island marine reserve, terakihi and kelp at Scraggl
Sngx Bg mmdk+ rgngd uhrhsr sn Rgho Bnud ~mc sgd
soups. One of our goals was to dive the entrance to Tory Channel, with its underwater pinnacles and caves
swell ruled that out. Maybe next time.

Back in Picton, we ate Thai, pizza, and other cuisines, relaxed in our apartment, and listened intently as
ontmcdc nm fqg Il g- He xntPgd nm °~ <chud sqgho vhs
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divers were even more obsessive about grammar than me. | feel the need to share that when selecting a re
Peter excluded one brand on the grounds that their marketing material contained mispositioned apostrophes

From the Marlborough Sounds T@o Dive Pacific

By Ludmila Pacheco Bezerr a

The Big Dive Day on Sunday 13 November sugsess!Along with 50 other members of the Wellington dive co
munity (and at least one octopus!), WUC members made the most of great conditions on the South Coast.

Big Dive Day is an event celebrate #TaputerangaMarineReserve and support the Taputeranga Marine Res
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terwards with a BBQ and raffle prizes. - ==




