
 

 

Welcome to the March 2023 edition of Octopress! 

We hope that everybody has had an enjoyable summer and was able to enjoy some 
underwater adventure. Club members continue to be out and about shore-diving,  
boat-diving, training, collecting kina, underwater scootering, extending our photo-
graphic exploits and generally enjoying the awe-inspiring underwater world. 

 

 

April 

Easter dives from Duckling: 

Friday, April 7: One space available 

Saturday, April 8: Three spaces available

Sunday, April 9: Three spaces available

Monday, April 10: Fully booked 

¶ Upcoming Trips/
Events

¶ Mornington Peninsula 
Piers, Melbourne

¶ Getting Scootered at 
the Poor Knights 

¶ Fundraising: Welling-
ton Down Under

¶ Club Scooters & GoPro

¶ Photo Competitions 
December to March 

¶ Wellington Underwater 
Club - A bit on our 
history 

All our favourite dive sites - On a good day, Wellington - Regan McGillicuddy 

Duckling - Judy Ormandy 
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Saturday & Sunday April 15 & 16: Boat dives from Duckling 

Saturday & Sunday April 29 & 30: Boat dives from Duckling

May 

Saturday & Sunday May 6 & 7: Boat dives from Duckling 

Saturday & Sunday May 13 & 14: Boat dives from Duckling 

Saturday & Sunday May 27 & 28: Boat dives from Duckling 

About Duckling 

Minimum qualification for diving off Duckling is Advanced Open Water. Divers need to bring all of their own gear and 
equipment, and must carry a reel and SMB. Duckling will take 4 divers. A dive trip requires the boat to be full. The 
destination and timing is weather and tide dependent. To book on Duckling, email duckling@technicalhorizons.co.nz 

 

Lermentov Shipwreck Trip May 19 to 22 

How lucky are we that Captain Don Jamieson had an inexplicable brain-fart and managed to sink a Russian Cruise 
Liner in the Marlborough Sounds by steering her into a reef? Or was it a conspiracy and cover up? Aotearoa Ơ the only 
country to sink a Russian ship in peace-shldƮ  

The mighty MS Mikhail Lermentov came to rest on her side in Port Gore, and lies more or less intact in 38m of water 
'`ksgntfg hs hr onrrhakd sn ghs 3/l hm sgd cdosgr ne sgd dmfhmd qnnl- @kkdfdckx- @bbnqchmf sn ItcxƤr chud bnlotsdq(-  
Wellington Underwater Club (or to be precise Ơ Regan) is organizing a trip there from May 19 to 22. The exact cost is 
dependent on numbers, and there is the option to fly in or to catch the ferry to Picton and then a transfer in. This trip 
is suitable for all levels of diver, from Open Water (although you probably want to be advanced open water) to those 
wishing to do advanced technical penetration dives. We will be staying at Lermentov Lodge in Port Gore. There are 
rshkk 1 lnqd ronsr+ he xntƤqd hmsdqdrsdc bnms`bs Wellington.Underwater@gmail.com and ask about the Lermentov trip.  

mailto:duckling@technicalhorizons.co.nz
mailto:Wellington.Underwater@gmail.com


 

Flinders Pier, Melbourne - Judy Ormandy 
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H bnmedrr H trt`kkx `rrnbh`sd Ldkantqmd vhsg rgnd rgnoohmf+ b`eɧ btkstqd `mc ehmd chmhmfƮ ats nm ` khud`an`qc k`rs 
year a fellow diver had waxed lyrical about the glorious diving to be had under the Mornington Peninsula Piers (one 
ne sgd oqnakdlr vhsg chud gnkhc`xr enq ld rddlr sn ad sg`s H hmduhs`akx kd`qm ne odnokdƤr ƣe`untqhsd chud ronsrƤ sg`s H 
subsequently want to visit). Luckily, work obliged with a Melbourne conference, and after several days of over-filling 
my brain with mundane work-related matters, my camera, diving gear and I escaped to the Mornington Peninsula, 90 
minutes out of Melbourne.  

I dived the Blairgowrie and 
Flinders Piers. Shallow 
depths allow for long  
bottom times. 

I managed 3 dives at  
Blairgowrie Pier with a com-
bined bottom time of around 
7 hours and a max depth of 
5m. What a treat. The pylons are 
enveloped in multi-coloured ascidians 
and sponges and home to a breath-taking 
array of critters including luminescent nudibranchs, 
(over 30 recorded species have been identified there), 
reticent seahorses, translucent shrimp, and an assortment of 
brightly coloured, curious fish. Also to be found patrolling the 
shallows were the eccentrically patterned Fiddler Rays and ma-
rauding Bull Rays.  

Flinders Pier is known as the spot to encounter the weedy sea-
dragons who hang out in the seagrass under the pier. Sea drag-
ons are an unusual looking marine creature related to seahorses. 
Unlike seahorses, the sea dragons do not have a pouch for rear-
ing their young and the male sea dragons carry the eggs fixed to 
the underside of their tails. As with seahorses, it is the male who 
g`r sgd ina ne b`qqxhmf sgd ƣoqdfm`mbxƤƮ Xnt fn xnt rd` cq`fnm 
fhqkrѿ  Sgd m`ld ƣvddcxƤ rd` cq`fnm qdedqr sn sgd kd`e khjd `o,
pendages on their body. I had no difficulty occupying myself for 
several hours here too, reaching a maximum depth of 4m. The 
water was a comfortable 19 degrees. 

Important details: It would be challenging to do this trip via 
public transport so you are probably best renting a car in Mel-
bourne. There are several local dive shops happy to give advice 
and to hire tanks and weights and gear. You can do these as 
guided dives, but they are straightforward dives to do without a 
guide. 

 
By Judy Ormandy 

Weedy Sea Dragon - Judy Ormandy 

Weedy Sea Dragon - Judy Ormandy 

Fiddler Ray - Judy Ormandy 

Potbellied Seahorse - Judy Ormandy Pygmy Leatherjacket - Judy Ormandy 



 

After enduring a storm and dodging an incoming cyclone, the Waitangi Day long weekend provided a sunny and warm 
glimpse of New Zealand summer to remember. Nicole and I signed up for a three-day liveaboard at the Poor Knights 
Islands with a simple goal: to explore, once again, their astonishing underwater scenery. But to achieve this to the 
maximum extent (still within recreational diving limits, my bad), and eager to "extend my limits" (this is what my dry 
suit keeps suggesting to me), we opted to make good use of the club's scooters (or "DPV" if you want to sound cool). 

My introduction to this 
amazing tool started just 
one week earlier in the Wel-
lington harbour, where Ni-
cole instructed me through 
the main procedures and 
manoeuvres: pivoting and 
banking, steering, towing 
buddies at depth and at the 
surface... That was so much 
fun! Therefore, once at the 
Poor Knights, after complet-
ing a couple of training 
dives, I was ready to go and 
keen to do my best in follow-
ing her through the adven-
turous dives that awaited us. 

Usually, one is lucky enough to be blown away by a very special dive during a liveaboard. But with over 20 meters visi-
bility, properly chosen diving spots, and great sea life conditions, we couldn't decide which dive was the most impres-
sive, as dive after dive we were coming back to the surface overwhelmed with happiness and unforgettable memo-
ries. 

We began our exploration at the Middle Arch, with a John Dory welcoming us just in the centre of the underwater pas-
sage, to continue inside Bernie's Cave. Because, well... we needed to start somewhere; looking at "what sponges do 
in the shadows." What a great way to start the trip! 

The real treat initiated at the Landing Bay Pinnacle when accessing the Taravana cave. We had the scooters, backup 
lights, and camera. It made me feel a thrill, together with some doubt about my presence in such a wide and gloomy 
place. As we were slowly making our way out towards the daylight, we caught up just in time with a decent-sized 
Bronze Whaler Shark swimming near the cave, a few meters above us. 

 

By Dario Spallotta 

 

  

Shark encounter outside the Taravana Cave - Dario Spallotta 

Dario and Nicole in Wellington Harbour after DPV training - Dario Spallotta 

Schools of Koheru, outside the Blue Maomao Arch - Dario Spallotta 3 



 

S`jd ` unx`fd ne chrbnudqx `qntmc VdkkhmfsnmƤr g`q,
bour and bays by buying the book Wellington Down Un-
der, by Stephen Journée. $ 20 from the Wellington Un-
derwater Club (Shipping $ 5, pick-up free).  

These have been kindly donated to us for club fundrais-
ing. All funds go to supporting citizen science initia-
tives from the club - Ask us about it!  And be amazed 
about what lives beneath the Wellington waterline. 

Getting Scootered continued: 

Despite our excitement, the beautiful shark was too far away for us to say "hi" (luckily?). We could only hope for simi-
lar encounters in the coming days. After manoeuvring my scooter around the almost-flat-yet-quite-rocky bottom near 
L`qxƤr V`kk+ sgd mdws c`x vd g`c ` qd`k ak`rs chuhmf sgd Mnqsgdqm @qbg- Vd dmbntmsdqdc entq rg`qjrѿ Nmd rg`qj v`r 
bg`rdc ax ` rbgnnk ne sqdu`kkx+ nmd `klnrs `ooqn`bgdc tr 'sg`sƤr qhfgs+ xntƤkk ad nm sgd 2C b`ldq` l`m+ Mhbnkd fns 
you!), and more; clouds of Demoiselles and Blue Maomao. We were scootering around and through them...really a 
dive to remember. 

The Blue Maomao Arch was no less fascinating. Perfect light inside, fishy as one can dream of, we floated for a while 
with the blue crowds chilling inside. We took our time to shoot some scooter evaluations, just because we could. 
Outside and around the southern reef, we encountered more sea life: stingrays, kingfish (schooling! Can you believe 
it? And hovering at a shallow depth of 7 meters), clouds of Koheru, moray eels, and of course, friendly fatty snapper. 

We finished our adventure with day and night dives at the Magic Wall, in a satisfying and mysterious search for frac-
tal-like patterns in some cute nudibranchs. I kept thinking about the conviction that the scooter has become a funda-
mental instrument to enhance my exploration and to visit multiple spots in a single dive. That may seem obvious until 
it happens for real. I can't wait to repeat the experience soon! 

And that, ladies and gents, is how I got scootered. 

Mhbnkd rgnnshmf hm 2C vghkd rtaldqfdc hm ` Ƨbkntcƨ ne Aktd ne L`nl`n+ Onnq Jmhfgsr Hrk`mc - Dario Spallotta 

The Wellington Underwater Club has 2 scooters that 
are free for club members to use. You must be DPV 
certified and return them cleaned and fully charged.  

XntƤud qd`c `ants C`qhn % MhbnkdƤr `cudmstqdr `s sgd 
Poor Knights Island - You could be next!  

There is also a club GoPro Hero 8 that you can use 
(also free) to document your underwater adventures.  

Contact Wellington.Underwater@gmail.com to book them. 

We have had some fantastic contributions from WUC 
members for Octopress recently. Please email pho-
tos / stories / underwater updates / planned trips / 
memorable dive sites to judyormandy@hotmail.com 
for us to share these in the club newsletter.  
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mailto:Wellington.Underwater@gmail.com
mailto:judyormandy@hotmail.com


 

 

The Christmas club photo competition theme was "Green". Judges were Mike Wilson & Lizi Edmonds, keen photogra-

phers with a background in Graphic Design. Mike is more commonly found taking photos on land, starring their gor-

geous Irish Setter, Baxter - instagram.com/baxterthesetter. Thanks to Mike & Lizi for judging and for your comments. 

Thank you to participants and congratulations to Lizz Santos for winning!  

1st Place - Lizz Santos 

Yellow gobies in a green 

bottle - Malaysia - Tengol 

Island 

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - Ar-

resting and unusual image 

which makes the viewer 

ask; what is happening 

here? 

Could be improved per-

haps by better cropping, 

symmetry around the cen-

tre circle, it would have 

worked well as a square 

hl`fd- Ats hsƤr ` fqd`s rgns 

that conveys a story. 

 

 

2nd Place - Judy Ormandy 

Dusky Nembrotha Nudibranch  

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - Beautiful shot, great technical-

ly, crisp and excellent use of depth of field, on 

theme. 
 

3rd Place - Judy Ormandy 

Up close and personal with a Moray 

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - Technically great, perfect fo-

cus, good cropping, right on theme. 

Yellow Gobies, Tengol Island, Malaysia - Lizz Santos, 1st Place 
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Dusky Nembrotha Nudibranch - Judy Ormandy, 2nd Place 

Moray Eel - Judy Ormandy, 3rd Place 

https://www.instagram.com/baxterthesetter/


 

Honourable Mention - Alison Grant  

Green lipped Mussel Shell & Anemone, Mahanga Bay 

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - This image was tantalising but closer cropping using the rule of thirds to pull the focus in would 

have made it a great image. 

Honourable Mention - Gerald Van Der Watt 

Something Green Lurking in Wellington Harbour 

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - The movement artifact throughout the image combined with the eerie green generates an intri-

guing image; what lurks beneath? 

Honourable Mention - Dario Spallotta  

The Ever-fishy-green Tree 

When diving the Poor Knights Islands, we encountered a school of Twospot 

Demoiselles standing still within the branches of a kelp tree. I've  

never seen a fish tree before!  Plain and straight shot from 

my GoPro Hero 8. 

Despite the colours and the subject relevance, I 

acknowledge the total lack of a proper underwater photo 

technique and dedicated gear usage (unfortunately I don't 

have a proper camera yet), but it might receive an honour-

able mention for capturing the interesting underwater life 

moment :) 

ItcfdrƤ Bnlldmsr - Well done for telling the judges why 

it should have an honourable mention. Also beautiful 

range of greens. 

Something green lurking - Gerald Van Der Watt,  Honourable Mention Green lipped mussel & Anemone - Alison Grant,  Honourable Mention 

The Ever-fishy-green Tree - Dario Spallotta,  Honourable Mention 

The Wellington Underwater Club (WUC), officially established in 1951, is thought to be the oldest dive club in New 
Zealand. An extract from the 25th Jubilee celebrations held in August 1976 reveals: 

 
It all began when a hardy pioneer noticed he wasn't the only diver on the beach. Each, from thinking he was the only 
one, suddenly realised that there were 20 or more people actively diving around the Wellington coast. These divers 

used largely home-made equipment and seldom had to venture further afield that the road's end or the tram terminal 
to get full and easy catches of crays, moki, butterfish and paua. 

 
By the summer of 1950/51 they were meeting for informal 

group dives often enough that a club seemed logical. 
Once the idea was mooted and word got around, 
the level of interest was surprising. Apart 
from local pioneers, there were people 
who had dived in the islands during the 
war or while serving at met. stations, 

and who wondered what diving was like 
at home. Deerstalkers and other hunts-
men fancied the idea of similar sport 
without the hassle of tramping miles 

into the mountains. Surfers and swim-
mers also fancied a take-home profit 
from their aquatic activities. So the 
Club was born - the first, we like to 

think, in New Zealand.  
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